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SUBJECT: NEW PANAMANIAN AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN 

1 . RECENT RUMORS OF THE APPOINTMENT OF HUGO TORRIJOS AS 
AMBASSADOR TO SPAIN HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED BY ANNOUNCEMENTS IN 
THE PRESS THAT MOISES TORRIJOS (HUGO AND OMAR'S BROTHER) WILL 
RETIRE AS AMBASSADOR FOR REASONS OF HEALTH AND AGE, AND WILL 
BE REPLACED BY HOGO. THE CHANGE WILL TAKE PLACE WITHIN THE 
NEXT FEW MONTHS. 

2. HUGO, 57, HAS BEEN DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL CASINOS SINCE 
1970. HE HAS SERVED AS A DEPUTY IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
(45-48, 52-58), CONSUL-GENERAL IN PORT SAID (49-52), AND 

MINISTER-COUNSELOR IN MADRID (58-59). HUGO HAS BEEN CHARACTERIZED AS 
A POLITICAL MODERATE, AND WE HAVE NO REASON TO THINK 
HE IS NOT WELL-DISPOSED TOWARD THE US. 

3. THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT HUGO HAS USED HIS OFFICIAL 
POSITIONS AND CONTACTS TO FURTHER HIS FINANCIAL INTERESTS. 

FAVORS RECEIVED INCLUDE VALUABLE CONCESSIONS IN TOCUMEN 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, INCREASED TARIFFS TO PROTECT HIS 
WOOD-WORKING BUSINESS, AND A MONOPOLY ON THE SUPPLY OF 
SLOT MACHINES USED IN NATIONAL CASINOS. HE HAS ALLEGEDLY 
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BEEN INVOLVED IN PROSITIUTION AND NARCOTICS. 

4. HUGO IS MARRIED TO SUSANA RICHA DE TORRIJOS, A 
PROMINENT PANAMANIAN EDUCATOR WHO IS CURRENTLY DEAN OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF PANAMA'S HUMANITIES FACULTY, AND THE 

THE COUPLE HAS THREE CHILDRED, THE YOUNGEST ABOUT 20. 

HUGO SPEAKS ITALIAN AND A LITTLE ENGLISH.. IT HAS BEEN 
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REPORTED THAT HE IS NOT EAGER TO ACCEPT THE MADRID ASSIGNMENT, 

AND THAT THIS FREEING IS SHARED BY HIS WIFE. HOWEVER, HIS 

BROTHER, OMAR, PANAMANIAN CHIEF OF GOVERNMENT, IS SAID TO BE ADAMANT 

ABOUT THE CHANGE. 

JORDEN 
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